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This, the last week of the cruise, has been in many ways the most pro- 
ductive scientifically. As we cruised Slowly northward along the Costa 
Rican coast about 20 miles offshore, porpoises, birds and other life 

were relatively abundant. Although we only really worked Monday, Tues- 
day, Wednesday and part of Thursday, we saw a large group of Tursiops, 

the bottle-nosed dolphin, and spent the a at 
schools (perhaps the same school) of Stenella attentuata, the so-called 
spotted dolphin, used by tuna-fishermen to find their fish and our prime 
study subjects. 


Called "un-touchables" by: the fishermen because they are so well indoc- 
trinated with the ways of purse-seines, they are now virtually im- 
possible to catch in the nets. Whenever they put a seine around a school, 
the dolphins simply swim out under the net or between the ends before 
they are tied together - taking the tuna with them, off course. 


It is not that the animals are unfriendly, quite the opposite. Rather 
than running from approaching ships which the schools do that we saw 
further offshore, these animals seem to be not only fearless, but also 
curious. The two schools we saw this week were easy to approach 

either under sail or power. In fact, I have the feeling they approached 
us more than the reverse. In any case, the animals rode the bow waves | 
for hours when we were underway and explored around the ship when we 
drifted, diving under her, dodging the rudder and propellor, and gen- 
erally Studying this odd looking craft. Betwixt and between they put on 
an aerial show - leaping as much as 20 feet out of water to fall | 

back, wiggling, into the sea with a tremendous splash. 


One—can~spend hours watching animals in the bow waves. Spotteds behaved 
quite differently from Tursiops. They show much less aggression towards 
each other and less sexual activity. Seemingly, they are generally quite 
content to feel the thrust of the ship's passage and swim along trying 
out different parts of the bow wave - deadahead, each side and near the 
surface - before changing. This Spotted group had no remora - pilot 
fish - on them. The Tursiops we saw here were heavily infested with a 
remora species unfamiliar to me. iThey were very big, as much as two feet 
long, with white thick bodies like cod. They move about on the animals 
alot and not infrequently pass from one to another as two dolphins 

came ‘close to eachother. The only problem we had was that it was clear 
that one could hardly call this behaviour normal. It was clearly in- 
fluenced by the ship. 
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Thursday evening came all to soon and’we began to motor upwind towards 
Punt Arenas. The currents proved to have carried us further to the 
northwest than we had realized. It was not until 0400 Saturday that 
we reached this port. Now we are safely moored in the Espero. Parties 
are over, bags are packed, and the last breakfast of the cruise starts 
in 15 minutes. It has been a good trip, despite a few problems. 


Sincerely, 


Dr. George Nichols, Jr. 
Master, r/v REGINA MARIS 
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After a successful expedition to the Galapagos and a two week mainte- 
nance period in Puntarenas, Costa Rica, r/v REGINA MARIS sails once 
again - her destination, Mazatlan, Mexico. We departed on Saturday, 

14 October with 16 and an entirely new crew with the exception of Bill 
Mabie, First Mate, and Rich Mula, Engineer. I feel confident, however, 
after observing them these past days, that we, again, are fortunate 

to have such outstanding young people to fill the positions. Second 
Mate is John Harrer from Westport, Massachusetts. Third Mate is Scott 
Young, who hails from Concord, Massachusetts, and Bosun is Jonathan 
Lange from Essex, Connecticut. It is a coincidence, or is it, that 
they have all sailed together at one time or another onboard SHENANDOAH 
out of Martha's Vineyard. Many thanks, Bob Douglas, for excellent 
training! 


The wind has been very light, but this morning we are using more sails 
and less diesel. Everyone was active to put up square sails and 

all went well considering so many had never sailed REGINA before. If 
the weather is cooperative, we plan to make two stops to visit along the 
way. One will be San Jose, Guatemala and the other will be Puerto Vall- 
erta, Mexico. We are scheduled to arrive in Mazatlan on 4 November. 


It feels good to be back at sea once again and be onboard REGINA after 
spending the past three months in the office in Boston, although I en- 
joyed working in the office very much and seeing firsthand what goes 
on on the other side of this organization. How wonderful it is to 
have a fresh breeze against my face and a rolling deck under my feet! 


Sincerely, 


Henk Van Beever 
Relief Master 


S7. 


I'm sure there are causes worth dying for, 


but a tuna fish sandwich?! 


